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Q

THE MIDDLE
OF EVERYTHING

WELCOME

As the days grow shorter and the air turns crisp, I'm
reminded of just how special the autumn and winter
seasons are in the Land of Lincoln.

Fall invites us to make the most of our days, take the
scenic route, and discover (or rediscover) the people and
places that define Illinois. This past summer, we excitedly
marked the opening of the Obama Presidential Center
on Chicago’s South Side. More than alandmark, it’s an
homage to a presidency, our country, and the state the
44th president calls home (page 60). That spirit carries
through our “Presidential Pathway” feature, tracing the
journeys of four Illinoisans who rose to the White House
(page 56). And in our Q&A, former First
Lady Michelle Obama reflects on some
of her passions, including gardening,
tennis, and her enduring love for

Enjoy Illinois: Chicago (page 18).
Let’s Go! Autumn is also a perfect time for
podcast is now . .
streaming on exploration. Our seven scenic byways
your favorite crisscross the state, each lined with
platform. can’t-miss stops (page 48). Schedule

your travels around lush apple orchards
and pumpkin patches prime for picking. We’ve included
alist of fall events and festivals to help you plan (page
28). Discover Illinois Made artisans crafting kitchen
essentials (page 22), or pick up the pace with adrenaline-
fueled adventures (page 8). Then slow things down with
anostalgic drive along Route 66 as the Mother Road
celebrates its centennial November 11 (page 32).

As winter and its snowy serenity settles across Illinois,
the landscape transforms into a prime destination for
outdoor adventure and cool indoor activities. The journey
is highlighted with cozy getaways (page 34), snowy
weekends, and unexpected cold-weather fun (page 64).
Check out “Twinkling Bright” for must-share snowy
social backdrops (page 80). There is plenty of fun waiting
to be had, including wintering bald eagles
and other seasonal favorites.

This fall and winter, I invite you to step
outside, explore something new, and
make the most of these stunning seasons.
Everyone is welcome in Illinois, the
Middle of Everything!

Sincerely,

LAy

KRISTIN RICHARDS
DIRECTOR

ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
AND ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY
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