
Metro Detroit 
Schools

Your trusted guide to top local schools — from preschool to high school. 
Explore the best options across Wayne, Oakland, Macomb and Washtenaw counties.

BEST



More than a school for our students, 
it ’s their community, their place to grow.

AIM HIGH SCHOOL
Grades 6-12

ENROLLING NOW!ENROLLING NOW!
Small Classes  -  Different Learners  -  Committed Teachers
(248) 702-6922  |  FARMINGTON HILLS, MI  |  AIMHIGHSCHOOL.COM
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GENERAL QUESTIONS 
info@metroparent.com

STORY IDEAS AND COMMENTS
editor@metroparent.com

ADVERTISE WITH US 
advertise@metroparent.com

280 N. Old Woodward Ave.
Suite 100
Birmingham, MI 48009
248-398-3400
MetroParent.com

We Want 
to Hear 

from You!

We help families make the most of 
their time together with clear, practi-
cal recommendations on what to do, 
where to go and why it matters.

Welcome to a Smarter Way 
to Choose a School

Choosing the right school is a big decision. Our 
Best Schools Guide helps families in metro Detroit 

make smarter choices with confidence.

Why Trust Our Guide?
This “Best Schools” guide combines public 
data (U.S. Department of Education, U.S. 

Census Bureau), community reviews, 
surveys and academic indicators like test 

scores and college readiness.

Start Your 
Search Today
Explore even more top-

ranked schools and find the 

right fit for your family at 

MetroParent.com.

▼
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4 SMART TIPS 
for Choosing the 

Right School for Your Child
Finding a school today can feel more like applying to college 

than simply enrolling in the neighborhood option. But with 
a thoughtful approach and some planning, the process can be 
more manageable—and even empowering.

1 Start Early and Do Your Homework
Schools, especially popular ones, can fill up quick-
ly. Give yourself plenty of time to research, visit and 
apply. Starting early allows you to explore differ-
ent programs, ask questions and avoid last-minute 
stress. Make sure to tour schools in person, observe 
classrooms if possible, and pay attention to how staff 
interact with both children and families.

2  Focus on Your Child's Unique Needs
Every child is different, and so are schools. Consider 
what’s most important for your child—whether that’s 
extra academic support, social-emotional learning, 
language services, strong extracurriculars or a nur-
turing environment. Think about how your child learns 
best and what kind of setting will help them thrive.

3  Look Beyond Test Scores
Academic performance is important, but it’s only part 
of the picture. Look for schools that foster curiosity, 
creativity, independence and kindness. Explore what’s 
being taught, how it's being taught, and whether 
the school values diversity and supports all types of 
learners. A welcoming, inclusive culture matters just 
as much as academics.

4 Consider Practical Logistics
Sometimes, practical factors play a big role in the 
decision. Things like location, transportation, school 
hours, after-care availability or proximity to a caregiv-
er can all influence your choice. Use online tools—like 
enrollment guides from local school districts or private 
schools—to help compare options and find a good fit 
for your schedule.

Here are four practical tips to help you find a 
school that fits your child and your family.
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ELEMENTARY
1. Messmore Elementary School
STERLING HEIGHTS
A nurturing K–5 school focused on personal-
ized learning, STEM excellence, and a vibrant, 
well-rounded arts curriculum.

2. Great Oaks Elementary School
CHESTERFIELD
A progressive K–5 school combining innovative 
teaching, strong academics, character education, 
and active family-community partnerships.

3. Richard J. Duncan Elementary 
School
SHELBY TOWNSHIP
A forward-thinking K–5 school offering personalized 
learning, strong tech integration, and diverse extra-
curricular opportunities.

4. Will L. Lee School
RICHMOND
A foundational K–5 school emphasizing early literacy, 
social-emotional learning, and inclusive, high-stan-
dard educational practices.

5. Dekeyser Elementary School
STERLING HEIGHTS
A collaborative K–5 school uniting families and ed-
ucators through innovative teaching and a focus on 
environmental stewardship.

MIDDLE
1. Malow Junior High School
SHELBY TOWNSHIP
Inspiring lifelong learners to thrive, value diversity 
and excel in a dynamic global society.

2. Romeo Middle School
ROMEO 
Supportive, student-centered school fostering 
growth, engagement and community through aca-
demics, activities and strong values.

3. Bemis Junior High School
STERLING HEIGHTS 
Fostering learning, respect and lifelong growth to 
shape responsible, engaged members of society.

BEST SCHOOLS:  
MACOMB COUNTY
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4. Shelby Junior High School
SHELBY TOWNSHIP 
Empowering students to become thoughtful learn-
ers, creative problem-solvers and responsible, col-
laborative citizens.

5. Eppler Junior High School
UTICA 
Collaborative school community promoting respect,  
 

safety and independent thinking through critical 
problem-solving skills.

HIGH
1. Eisenhower High School
SHELBY TOWNSHIP 
Empowering students with tools to reach their full 
potential in an interconnected, global society.
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 ● ELEMENTARY  ● MIDDLE  ● HIGH  ● PRIVATE
Map created with Google Map creator
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2. Utica High School
UTICA
Supportive, diverse school fostering academic ex-
cellence, creativity, and compassion through com-
munity and rigorous learning.

3. Henry Ford II High School
STERLING HEIGHTS 
Nationally recognized high school delivering aca-
demic excellence, innovation and diverse opportuni-
ties for student success.

4. Romeo High School
WASHINGTON 
Comprehensive high school offering diverse aca-
demics, career programs, and enriching athletic, 
social and service opportunities.

5. Adlai Stevenson High School
STERLING HEIGHTS
Nationally recognized high school fostering academ-
ic excellence, civic responsibility and global aware-
ness in every student.

PRIVATE
1. Parkway Christian School
STERLING HEIGHTS
A top-ranked PreK–12 Christian school fostering 
academic excellence, character development, and 
vibrant arts, athletics, and faith programs.

2. De La Salle Collegiate
WARREN
A leading all-boys Catholic high school blending 
rigorous academics, faith, and a future-ready STEM 
and athletics focus.

3. Regina High School
WARREN
A top all-girls Catholic high school offering rigorous 
academics, STEM programs, and a supportive, faith-
based community.

4. Lutheran High School North
MACOMB
A Christ-centered co-ed high school offering strong 
academics, vibrant student life, and modernized, 
college-prep facilities.

5. Austin Catholic High School
CHESTERFIELD 
A faith-based high school with low class sizes, 
strong varsity sports, and advanced STEAM-focused 
Catholic education.

MESSMORE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL:  
77% proficient Reading 

77% proficient Math

GREAT OAKS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL:  
81% proficient Reading 

72% proficient Math

MALOW JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL: 
 66% proficient Reading 

56% proficient Math

ROMEO MIDDLE SCHOOL:  
59% proficient Reading 

 50% proficient Math

EISENHOWER HIGH SCHOOL:  
71% proficient Reading 
46% proficient Math

PROFICIENCY AT A GLANCE:  
MATH & READING
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ELEMENTARY
1. Village Oaks Elementary School
NOVI
A welcoming, community-focused school emphasiz-
ing creativity, STEM education, and critical thinking 
through an adaptive curriculum.

2. Bemis Elementary School
TROY
A nurturing, well-rounded school combining arts, 
technology, and innovation with strong academics 
and parental involvement.

3. Schroeder Elementary School
TROY
A student-focused school offering personalized 
instruction, academic rigor, and diverse activities for 
a well-rounded education.

4. Parkview Elementary School
NOVI
A vibrant, inclusive school committed to diversity, 
innovation, and academic excellence through pro-
gressive, community-driven learning.

5. Wattles Elementary School
TROY
A dynamic, community-supported school fostering 
academic success, engagement, and a lifelong love 
of learning.

MIDDLE
1. Novi Middle School
NOVI 
Nurturing whole-child development with academ-
ic excellence, innovation, and a caring, inclusive 
community.

2. Boulan Park Middle School
TROY 
A diverse, values-driven school committed to in-
novation, character development, and academic 
excellence.

3. Smith Middle School
TROY
A character-focused, innovative learning commu-
nity dedicated to growth, integrity, and academic 
excellence.

BEST SCHOOLS:  
OAKLAND COUNTY
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4. Novi Meadows School
NOVI
An innovative upper elementary school focused on 
whole-child development, technology, and academ-
ic excellence.

5. Hillside Middle School
NORTHVILLE 
Empowering compassionate, globally-minded learn-
ers through a dynamic, whole-child-focused middle 
school experience.

HIGH
1. International Academy
BLOOMFIELD HILLS 
Top-ranked IB magnet school uniting academic 
excellence, global citizenship, and diverse, ser-
vice-driven learning.
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2. Novi High School
NOVI 
A top-ranked IB World School offering academic excel-
lence, global focus, and diverse student opportunities.

3. Troy High School
TROY
A values-driven, innovative high school focused on ac-
ademic excellence, character, and continuous growth.

4. Rochester Adams High School
ROCHESTER HILLS
A tradition-rich high school dedicated to academic 
excellence, innovation, and lifelong student success.

5. Bloomfield Hills High School
BLOOMFIELD HILLS 
A modern, innovative high school focused on per-

sonalized learning, authentic experiences, and 
student success.

PRIVATE
1. Cranbrook Schools
BLOOMFIELD HILLS

A top-tier PreK–12 private school offering rigor-
ous academics, personalized learning, and muse-
um-rich, 319-acre campus experiences.

2. Detroit Country Day School 
BEVERLY HILLS 

A premier PreK–12 private school offering liberal arts 
academics, global programs, and outstanding col-
lege preparation.

3. The Roeper School
BLOOMFIELD HILLS

A specialized PreK–12 private school for gifted stu-
dents, emphasizing human rights, creativity, and 
individualized potential.

4. Frankel Jewish Academy of Metro 
Detroit
WEST BLOOMFIELD

A faith-based college preparatory high school 
blending Jewish values, rigorous academics, and 
top-tier athletic facilities.

5. Academy of the Sacred Heart
BLOOMFIELD HILLS

A Catholic PreK–12 school fostering leadership, ac-
ademic excellence, and service within a close-knit, 
faith-inspired community.
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Dearborn STEM Middle School 

DEARBORN HEIGHTS

This STEM magnet school earned National Blue 
Ribbon honors after standout academic gains, driv-
en by innovative teaching, interdisciplinary learning, 

and strong extracurriculars.

5 Schools on  
the Rise in  

Metro Detroit
These five Chicagoland schools are gain-
ing attention for innovation, growth and 

bold approaches — making them standout 
choices for families seeking a fresh, for-

ward-thinking education.

Pembroke Academy
HAMTRAMCK

Pembroke Academy, a 2024 National Blue Ribbon 
School, excels at closing achievement gaps and 

ranks in Michigan’s top 5%, with strong academics 
and student life.

Breithaupt Career 
 Technical Center

DETROIT 

Breithaupt CTC gives Detroit students a career 
edge with hands-on training, paid internships 
and a new $1M automotive wing boosting re-

al-world readiness.

Daycroft School
ANN ARBOR

Daycroft School is expanding to include grades 7–8, 
growing its beloved Montessori model that fosters 

independence, curiosity and real-world, experi-
ence-based learning.
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Cass Technical High School
DETROIT

Cass Tech is rising fast, with major academic 
gains—100% met reading growth targets—plus 

standout IB, AP, dual enrollment and world-class 
fine arts programs.

1



Meet ParentHub, 
your parenting  

power-up.

Delivered right to your inbox, 
ParentHub is more than a news-
letter — it’s your shortcut to better 
parenting days. Whether you’re 
navigating nap time or high school 
drama, we’ve got you.

WHAT YOU’LL GET:
✓ Real advice from local experts

✓ News that impacts your family

✓ Parent-tested tips, tricks + hacks

✓ Can’t-miss things to do with your kids

Don’t miss another issue. 
Sign up now at MetroParent.com/ParentHub
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ELEMENTARY
1. Angell School 
ANN ARBOR
A century-old K–5 school in Ann Arbor known for 
academic excellence, community involvement, and 
innovative, well-rounded student development.

2. South Arbor Charter School
YPSILANTI
A K–8 charter school combining rigorous academ-
ics, character education, and innovation through 
technology and creativity-driven, student-centered 
learning.

3. Martin Luther King Elementary 
School
ANN ARBOR
A diverse K–5 school in Ann Arbor promoting aca-
demic excellence, inclusiveness, and critical thinking 
in a respectful, community-focused environment.

4. Wines Elementary School
ANN ARBOR
An innovative K–5 school fostering academic suc-
cess through environmental stewardship, inclusiv-

ity, and collaborative, nature-connected learning 
experiences.

5. Uriah H. Lawton School
ANN ARBOR
A long-standing K–5 school committed to academic 
excellence, social-emotional learning, and the holis-
tic development of every student.

MIDDLE
1. Claque Middle School
ANN ARBOR
Clague Middle School fosters a safe, inclusive, and 
diverse environment where every student can thrive.

2. Tappan Middle School
ANN ARBOR
Tappan Middle School empowers a diverse commu-
nity through rigorous learning, caring relationships, 
and high expectations.

3. Slauson Middle School
ANN ARBOR
Slauson Middle School fosters academic excellence, 
self-esteem and respect in a safe, inclusive community.

BEST SCHOOLS:  
WASHTENAW 

COUNTY
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4. Ann Arbor STEAM at Northside
ANN ARBOR
Ann Arbor STEAM inspires students through proj-
ect-based, real-world learning in a collaborative, 
inclusive environment.

5. Mill Creek Middle School
DEXTER
Mill Creek Middle School nurtures academic ex-
cellence and personal growth through teamwork, 
exploration and community connection.

HIGH
1. Washtenaw International High 
School
YPSILANTI
Washtenaw International High School empowers 
globally minded students through rigorous IB learn-
ing and inclusive community values.
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2. Pioneer High School
ANN ARBOR
Pioneer High School blends rich tradition with ac-
ademic excellence, empowering students through 
diverse opportunities and innovation.

3.Huron High School
ANN ARBOR
Huron High School fosters academic excellence, 
global citizenship and school pride in a diverse, IB 
World community.

4. Community High School
ANN ARBOR
Community High School cultivates independent, 
socially responsible learners through rigorous aca-
demics and community-driven, student-centered 
education.

5. Skyline High School
ANN ARBOR
Skyline High School empowers students through 
innovative learning, strong community values and 
diverse academic opportunities.

PRIVATE
1. Greenhills School
ANN ARBOR
A top independent school in Ann Arbor offering rig-
orous, whole-child education and expanding to K–12 
with strong university connections.

2. Rudolf Steiner School of  
Ann Arbor
ANN ARBOR
A PreK–8 Waldorf school focused on holistic, 
child-centered learning that nurtures academics, 
creativity, and social-emotional growth through 
unique experiences like the Pentathlon.

3. Michigan Islamic Academy
ANN ARBOR
A PreK–12 Islamic school in Ann Arbor offering strong 
academics, Qur’an instruction, and a close-knit, val-
ues-based learning community.

4. Father Gabriel Richard High 
School
ANN ARBOR
A co-ed Catholic high school offering strong aca-
demics, vibrant arts, competitive athletics, and faith-
based education in a college prep environment.

5. Clonlara School
ANN ARBOR
A K–12 private school offering personalized, inter-
est-driven learning in multi-age classrooms with a 
global, student-centered education model.
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Michigan Islamic Academy
ANN ARBOR

Michigan Islamic Academy in Ann Arbor serves 
PreK–12, blending strong academics with Is-
lamic values, Qur’an studies, and a close-knit, 
community-centered environment.

Mt. Clemens Montessori 
Academy
MOUNT CLEMENS

Mt. Clemens Montessori Academy offers multi-
age classrooms where students learn at their own 
pace using hands-on materials, exploring core 
subjects, arts, French, and physical education.

The Grosse Pointe Academy
GROSSE POINTE FARMS

The Grosse Pointe Academy serves ages 2.5 to 
eighth grade, blending Montessori education 
with confidence-building events like the Amaz-
ing Shake public speaking challenge.

Roots Montessori School
PLYMOUTH

Roots is a private Christian Montessori school 
for PreK–8, blending faith-based learning, 
community service, and outdoor exploration 
with core Montessori principles.

Waterford Montessori  
Academy
WATERFORD

Waterford Montessori Academy serves PreK–8 
in multi-age classrooms with a 120-student cap, 
fostering close community, individualized learn-
ing, and strong tech skills for future success.

Four Corners Montessori 
Academy 
MADISON HEIGHTS

Four Corners Montessori Academy is a tui-
tion-free PreK–8 school where students gain 
hands-on skills early and complete internships 
in middle school.

Montessori Schools That 
Help Kids Thrive 

Looking for top Montessori schools in Chicago? This list highlights schools 
that nurture intellectual, emotional, and social growth through integrated, 

child-focused education.



Novi Northville 
Montessori Center
Where Young Minds Grow 

With Confidence
● A welcoming, play-based environment for ages  

2½-6 — including those still potty training

● A Montessori approach that nurtures independence, 
concentration and joyful hands-on learning

● Flexible program options to meet families’ needs — 
including full-day, half-day, and 3-day schedules

● Enriching experiences in science, geography,  
Spanish, music, art and more

● Extended care available from 7-9 a.m. and 3-6 p.m.

● A new hot lunch program and engaging weekly 
enrichment like dance, gymnastics, and Spanish

Now enrolling for 
both the school 

year and summer 
program, with creative 

weekly themes and 
personalized care from 

a dedicated team.

Novi Northville 
Montessori Center
23835 Novi Road, Novi

nnmcmi.com  |  248-348-3033
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ELEMENTARY
1. Moraine Elementary School
NORTHVILLE
A leading K–5 school in Northville known for STEM 
excellence, innovative teaching, and a culture of 
curiosity and creativity.

2. Silver Springs Elementary School
NORTHVILLE
A nurturing K–5 school emphasizing personalized 
learning, holistic development, and strong commu-
nity involvement rooted in decades of educational 
excellence.

3. Winchester Elementary School
NORTHVILLE
A community-centered K–5 school integrating 
strong academics with arts education to foster 
creativity, critical thinking, and well-rounded devel-
opment.

4. George Defer Elementary School
GROSSE POINTE PARK
A long-standing K–5 school known for academic 
rigor, strong values, and fostering responsibility and 
ethical citizenship.

5. N.W. Wayne Trainable Center
LIVONIA
A specialized K–12 school dedicated to individualized 
learning, life skills development, and empowering 
students with unique educational needs.

MIDDLE
1. Meads Mill Middle School
NORTHVILLE 
Meads Mill empowers middle schoolers with creativ-
ity, compassion and global thinking in a supportive 
community.

2. East Middle School
PLYMOUTH 
East Middle School fosters academic growth and 
curiosity in a supportive, student-centered learning 
environment.

3. Pierce Middle School
GROSSE POINTE PARK
Pierce Middle School inspires students to lead and 
thrive through excellence, innovation, and commu-
nity support.

BEST SCHOOLS:  
WAYNE COUNTY
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4. Plymouth High School
CANTON
Plymouth-Canton Schools empower students to learn, 
prepare and thrive through excellence and innovation.

5. Salem High School
CANTON 
P-CEP unites three high schools on one innovative 
campus, offering diverse paths to student success.

HIGH
1. Northville High School
NORTHVILLE
Northville High School fosters academic excellence 
and responsible citizenship through AP, IB and di-
verse programs.

2. Grosse Pointe South High School
GROSSE POINTE FARMS
Grosse Pointe South High blends historic charm with 
academic excellence, inspiring pride and progress 
since 1928.
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3. Grosse Pointe North High School
GROSSE POINTE WOODS
Grosse Pointe North High empowers students to 
excel through innovation, community and a tradition 
of excellence.

4. Plymouth High School
CANTON 
Plymouth High School fosters student success 
through strong academics, a proud history, and for-
ward-thinking programs.

5. Salem High School
CANTON 
P-CEP brings together three distinct high schools on 
a single dynamic campus, providing students with a 
wide range of academic opportunities. 

PRIVATE
1. University Liggett School
GROSSE POINTE WOODS
A PreK–12 private school combining project-based 
learning, small class sizes, and a curriculum that 
fosters confidence, curiosity, and college readiness.

2. University of Detroit Jesuit High 
School and Academy
DETROIT
A premier all-boys Jesuit school for grades 7–12 
offering rigorous academics, faith-based formation, 
and holistic student development.

3. Al-Ikhlas Training Academy
DETROIT
A PreK–12 Islamic school fostering academic ex-
cellence, character development, and community 
through faith-based learning, small classes, and 
project-based instruction.

4. Peterson-Warren Academy
INKSTER
A K–12 Christian school rooted in Seventh-day Ad-
ventist values, offering personalized learning, ser-
vice, enrichment, and faith-based education.

5. Plymouth Christian Academy
CANTON
A top PreK–12 Christian school recognized for AP 
excellence, offering rigorous academics in a biblical-
ly-centered learning environment.

TOP 5 SCHOOL DISTRICTS  
in Wayne County

1
Northville  

Public Schools

2
Grosse Pointe  

Public School System 

3
Plymouth-Canton  

Community Schools

4
Woodhaven-Brownstown  

School District

5
Grosse Ile Township  

Schools 





Looking for More 
Best Schools? 

There’s So Much More Waiting at  
MetroParent.com!

From preschool to high school — public, private, 
charter and everything in between — our Best 

Schools Guide highlights the top picks in Oakland, 
Macomb, Wayne, Washtenaw and beyond. 

EXPLORE THE FULL EXPERIENCE NOW AT 
MetroParent.com/BestSchools.

Dive deeper into:

✓ Detailed school spotlights and 
parent perspectives

✓  Expert tips on choosing the right 
learning environment

✓ Resources for tutoring, enrichment 
and learning support

✓  Insightful breakdowns of education 
trends and teacher profiles

*
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